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Background 
By June 2018, the ’State of the Baltic Sea’ report will be updated and finalized. In the period between the 

first and updated version of the report national consultations will take place and tentatively also a regional 

consultation oriented towards regional stakeholders, e.g. international NGOs, other RSCs. The latter will be 

further discussed by the GEAR group. 

This document addresses three topics of relevance for updating the report in 2018: 

1) the updates to be made through submission of new and complementary data by Contracting 

Parties,  

2) tentative new indicator evaluations based on continued development work in 2017, 

3) to define what type of revisions that are feasible to make based on responses from the national 

consultations. 

The third point refers to the request by the GEAR group for the HOLAS II core team to, in relation to the 

consultation process, “identify the focus for the desired feed-back on HOLAS II and, based on this, draft a 

common information on the aim and scope of the consultation on the HOLAS II report that countries can 

use as appropriate in the national consultation processes” (GEAR 14-2016, para 4.5). The purpose would be 

to provide common information to respondents to the consultation on matters that will be considered in 

the update. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

- take note of the update and gap filling of data that will take place in the preparation of the updated 

version of ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ in 2018, 

- take note that new indicator evaluations may be included in the update in 2018, 

- agree on how to develop a text that could be used as common information in the consultation 

process on the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, e.g. through a Lead Country approach. 
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1. Data updating by Contracting Parties for the 2018 version of ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ 

report 

1.1 Indicators – general update to include 2016 data 
As agreed in the HOLAS II project, underlying data for indicators used in the ’State of the Baltic Sea’ report 

should be updated to include data from 2016. It is also possible for countries to complement data for the 

assessment period 2011-2015 if it is found that previous data reporting has been incomplete.  

The data reporting will take place according to the following procedure: 

Data reported to HELCOM COMBINE according to regular procedure: 1 September 2017 

- eutrophication related data,  

- hazardous substances,  

- biological data for zooplankton, phytoplankton and benthic macrofauna. 

Data reported to databases hosted by HELCOM: 

- coastal fish; data call issued 28 February through FISH-PRO II project with deadline 31 March 2017 

- birds; data call to be issued in spring 2017 tbc  

- seals; data call to be issued by 1 September 2017 (tbc) 

- radioactivity; data reporting 1 September 2017 according to regular procedure 

- waterborne input of nutrients; annual data reported by 31 October 2017 according to regular 

procedure to report PLC data, 

- illegal oil discharges – data for 2016 already collected. 

Data reported ad hoc for HOLAS II purpose – dates to be confirmed later 

- beach litter data; data collection is on-going within the SPICE project. A data call to identify top ten 

beach litter items is envisaged (currently data is grouped in seven litter categories) through the 

SPICE project in March/April 2017. 

- impulsive noise events: the HELCOM/OSPAR registry hosted by ICES currently contains data from 

some countries for selected years. A new data call will be issued in autumn 2017.  

- white-tailed eagle productivity; data call to be issued (tbc). 

Data reported/collected by other organisations 

- the assessment of commercial fish in the updated HOLAS II report is foreseen to be based on 

information from ICES advice 2017, which includes the year 2016. 

- salmon and sea trout; collected through ICES WGBAST meeting March 2017. 

- litter on the seafloor; based on seafloor litter data reported by countries to the ICES DATRAS 

database.  

- non-indigenous species: based on data collected through AquaNIS database; countries can report 

through ICES WGITMO national reports, data call to be issued as a request to report in spring 2017.  

 

1.2 Human activities and Pressures for BSPI and BSII – gap filling and corrections but no general 

data call 
The development of a majority of spatial layers on human activities and pressures for BSPI and BSII in the 

first version of ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report has required dedicated activities, albeit some data were 

already collected within ongoing HELCOM activities.  

For the 2018 update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, no general update of human activity layers will 

be made, based on the assumption that any changes occurring in the distribution of human activities within 

one year’s time would have limited influence on the results. There will thus be no new national data call 

for human activity sets, however, gaps and possible errors noticed in the consultation process or otherwise 
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will be taken into account if the data is submitted in due time. Selected pressure layers may be developed 

and fine-tuned pending resources.  

Deadline for submission of corrections of human activity layers is tentatively set to 1 February 2018. 

 

1.3 Ecosystem component spatial data – further development of selected layers 
The ecosystem component layers developed for HOLAS II are intended for use in the Baltic Sea Impact 

Index (BSII) and are thus meant to provide an estimate of e.g. approximate distribution or relative 

abundance of species. In the index this information is further combined with georeferenced information on 

pressures and impact scores that estimate the potential impact of each assessed pressure on specific 

ecosystem components included in the analyses. A prerequisite for including ecosystem components in the 

BSII is that the maps are Baltic-wide, otherwise there will be a bias towards higher impact in areas where 

more ecosystem components are included. Thus, the ambition has been to develop Baltic wide maps based 

on available data and models. 

Comments by Contracting Parties in the approval process have been critical for some of the ecosystem 

component layers, indicating that the reviewers have expected detailed distribution maps or estimates of 

actual abundances. While this would be desirable, it has not been achievable for the first version of HOLAS 

II, partly depending on lack of sufficient resolution data on a Baltic-wide scale.  

In the preparation of the updated version of ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report the development towards more 

precise maps will continue for selected data layers, pending resources.  

National data calls may be issued pending the selection of ecosystem component layers for further 

development.  

 

2. Tentative additional indicator evaluations 
HOD 51-2016 agreed on the following regarding the use of indicators in the updated version of ‘State of the 

Baltic Sea’ report: “if pre-core indicators will be shifted to core indicators or if core indicators will become 

operational for additional assessment units during 2017, to consider including them in the final version of 

HOLAS II by mid-2018” (para 6.2).  

Thus, pending the development of indicators during 2017 it is possible that additional indicator evaluations 

will be included in 2018. Tentatively, this will concern e.g. the core indicators on ‘State of the soft-bottom 

macrofauna community’ and ‘Zooplankton mean size and total stock’ where threshold values are still 

missing for some assessments units as well as for the indicator on ‘Seasonal succession of functional 

phytoplankton groups’ for which threshold values are under development. Possibly, new core indicators 

will be adopted in 2017 e.g. for ‘Beach litter’ and ‘Condition of benthic habitats’. The potential additional 

indicator evaluations or new core indicators depend on the continued contribution to the development 

through Lead Countries. A more precise estimate of new indicator evaluations will be possible to make in 

autumn 2017. New indicator evaluations for biodiversity and eutrophication, if agreed, will also be included 

in the update of the integrated assessments that is anticipated to take place in spring 2018. 

The last opportunity for adoption of new core indicators and threshold values to the included in the 

update report will be HOD in December 2017. Regarding data required for the tentative new indicator 

evaluations it is anticipated that they will mainly be covered by the data reporting described in section 1.1 

and otherwise ad hoc data calls will be issued as needed. 
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3. Revision based on consulations 
In the latter half of 2017 the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report will be considered in national consultation 

processes, either as a stand-alone regional report or, as some countries have indicated, components 

thereof will be extracted and used in national reports (see e.g. GEAR 13-2016, document 4-1). 

GEAR 14-2016 discussed that it would be useful to clarify which components of the report that will be 

considered for revisions after the national consultation process and to provide this information to 

respondents to the consultation:  

“The Meeting requested the HOLAS II core team to identify the focus for the desired feed-back on HOLAS II 

and, based on this, draft a common information on the aim and scope of the consultation on the HOLAS II 

report that countries can use as appropriate in the national consultation processes” (para 4.5).  

It should be noted that the intention of providing such information is not to limit the scope of the national 

consultation – which in many countries is open to any comments on the full material -  but to clarify which 

type of comments and what components of the report will be considered for revision when updating the 

State of the Baltic Sea report in 2018. For example, it could be clarified  

- that complementary data, information and comments on conclusions drawn in the ‘State of the 

Baltic Sea’ report will be considered and reflected when relevant from a regional perspective,  

- that indicators, threshold values and assessments tools are based on developments over many 

years in HELCOM and have been agreed for use in HOLAS II by all countries. Thus, comments to 

indicator and tool development would be noted by HELCOM but only considered for longer-term 

development. 

In addition to clarifying the revision process, a short-introductory text would be provided to explain the 

work of HELCOM and the purpose of the report as such.  

Contracting Parties are invited to take on a Lead Country role in the preparation for a common text for 

consultation purposes. 

 


